SEEHE  KEEA

Dear Sir or Madam:
[ am writing to request your assistance with an important project.

Hiroshima, the first city to experience the atomic bomb, has long called for the abolition of
nuclear weapons and the realization of lasting world peace. Today, strong efforts towards
nuclear abolition are needed more than ever. Thus, | am voicing my strong support for
Peace Boat's Hibakusha Project, which takes atomic bomb survivors around the world to
share their stories and lessons about the inhumanity of nuclear weapons.

The second "Global Voyage for a Nuclear-Free World — Peace Boat Hibakusha Project" is
traveling over the next few months to 20 countries to provide education about nuclear
disarmament. [ hope that its passengers, especially the Hibakusha, will enjoy safe passage
and be warmly welcomed at every port of call during their journey. The atomic bomb
survivors on this voyage should be greeted with open arms for their courage to persevere
through pain and to speak, through personal experience, against any future use of any nuclear
weapon.

The cooperation of port authorities everywhere is crucial not only to offering the hospitality
this group deserves but also to helping this voyage and its important purpose. Peace Boat
and this Hibakusha Project have already been instrumental in raising awareness around the
world about the need for a peaceful, nuclear-free future. I had the pleasure of meeting with
participants of the First Hibakusha Voyage during their visit to the United Nations
Headquarters in New York, as well as welcoming them upon their return to Hiroshima. I am
convinced that their disarmament education and direct interaction with youth, citizens, NGOs,
as well as victims of war from other countries undertaken through this voyage will be a
critical contribution to the growing global movement to abolish nuclear weapons.

In addition, I am grateful to Peace Boat for its promotion of the Mayors for Peace Programme.
Started by Hiroshima City Mayor in 1982 as a way to transcend national borders and work
together to press for nuclear abolition, this municipal association now has 3,147 city members
in 134 countries. Twenty-seven of these cities joined during the first Peace Boat Hibakusha
Voyage as a direct result of Hibakusha appeals to the mayors of the cities they visited.
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Furthermore, the Peace Boat Hibakusha Project is working with us to gather support for our
2020 Vision Campaign to eliminate all nuclear weapons by the year 2020, the 75th
anniversary of the atomic bombings in Hiroshima and Nagasaki. It is supporting adoption of
the Hiroshima Nagasaki Protocol and promoting our for Cities Are Not Targets project.

At this critical historical juncture, the "Global Voyage for a Nuclear-Free World — Peace Boat
Hibakusha Project" is highlighting the crucial role of citizens in resolving the many global
issues facing us all in the 215t century. With increasing global momentum towards .-
disarmament, this project will show that those working for nuclear abolition are the
"Obamajority!" I commend the organisation of this project as well as the participating
Hibakusha and students for their important contribution to nuclear abolition. [ hope you will
do whatever you can to ensure the safety and success of this voyage and that together we may
work to realise a peaceful, sustainable nuclear-weapon free world.
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